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This content was conceived and developed by  Criticus with
the contribution of Wayap, road advertising systems.

Author: Alberto Burri
Title: Sacco e Rosso
Year: 1950
Technique: Acrylic and burlap on 
canvas
Dimensions: 129,9x129,5 cm
Coefficient: 4200

Sacco  e  Rosso  exemplifies  the
meditative power and quasi-religious force that exudes from
Burri’s  praxis;  it  is  as  striking  in  its  compositional
simplicity as it is captivating in the minute diligence of
its detail.
Colour,  form,  and  medium  entwine  and  enmesh  across  the
canvas as deep black and hot red galvanise the coarse ochre
of burlap.
The Sacchi are Burri’s most celebrated works, identifiable
by  their  distinctive  use  of  burlap  sacking,  and  mainly
created between 1950 and 1956.
The present work is one of the last that he executed and
one of the largest.
Burlap was an incredibly important material for Burri – his
earliest works, made while still imprisoned in Texas, had
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even used stretched burlap as a support.
The material had been ubiquitous during the war, deployed
in tents, supply sacks, and sandbags, even woven in strips
through camouflage netting.
It  was  a  colour  and  texture  that  was  charged  with
significance  and  laced  with  memory  for  anybody  who  had
lived through those tumultuous years.
Even against this backdrop of conflict, the burlap of the
present  work  seems  to  have  undergone  an  extraordinary
amount of wear.
The left hand side has been wrenched away from its edge,
held on by a stretched zig-zag of black twine, the lower
right corner appears to have been torn away or blown off
entirely, and the middle is pockmarked with punctures and
rips.
The rough cloth is imbued with a tangible sense not only of
destruction, but also of the passage of time; each blemish
speaks of an individual episode of pain; each imperfection
recalling an episode of loss.
That the thick weave and wear of this material speaks so
powerfully  of  multiple  usage  by  multiple  hands  lends  a
further  sense  of  choral  expressivity  to  this  pervasive
plaintive mood.

Criticus and  Wayap thank you for the use of this content
and wish you a good day.
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