
www.liberty28.it

Welcome to Criticus.
This  content  was  created  with  the  contribution  of
Liberty28, coworking in Villa Moroni, Stezzano (BG).

Author: Cesare Benaglia
Title: The seven votive shrines of 
Benaglia
Year: 1980-2000
Technique: Stone sculpture on site

In  the  municipality  of  Paladina,  in
the province of Bergamo, the Sanctuary

of the Madonna di Sombreno rises from the wooded hills.
Before the restoration of the Sanctuary, Caesar then active
with  the  artistic  group  Valbrembo  77,  he  thought  of  a
hypothesis of reconstruction of the seven votive shrines,
that  led  to  the  Sanctuary,  as  the  old  votive  shrines,
painted on iron plates, did not seem in any way restored.
The idea that Caesar proposed to the Park Authority of the
Hills  of  Bergamo  was  to  entrust  the  new  paintings  to
contemporary  Bergamo  artists  who  interpreted  the  seven
sorrows  of  the  Madonna  in  a  context  aimed  at  the  new
figuration and in a more conceptual that figurative way.
The idea of Caesar was not well accepted and the artist
retiring for coherence from the project, decided to perform
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autonomously  on  the  paths  of  the  nearby  forest,  behind
another  Sanctuary,  that  of  the  Madonna  della  Castagna,
seven  sculptures  that  would  become  "the  seven  votive
shrines of Benaglia".
And so it was!
Today  the  whole  area  scattered  with  sculptures  seems
unconsciously an area to be respected.
Many  people  in  the  long  run  between  the  first  and  the
seventh sculptures became available to help Caesar who did
not fail to mention them in his Biography; Mr. Togni, the
photographer  Francesco  Mangili,  his  friend  Maurizio
Mazzoleni.
Also on the official biography of Caesar we can find this
closing  quotation:  "every  now  and  then  someone  finds
pleasure in writing sentences on those stones, but water
and time automatically erase them, so the saints return as
they were, continuing to speak of their beauty."

Criticus and Liberty28, coworking in Villa Moroni, Stezzano
(BG) , thank you for the use of this content and wish you a
good day.
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