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The famous art critic, Vittorio Sgarbi,
visiting the Albatros gallery in Parma,

spoke about Mario Pratesi in these terms: "a good exponent of a
primitive, popular art, perhaps not naive, but with a vital and
existential energy, certainly stronger than the form itself.
An expressive authenticity that is a small revelation.
His works highlight both their authenticity and their painful
truth.
Pratesi  is  a  painter  who  manifests  a  certain  expressive
suffering and therefore this is already a curiosity, a small
discovery of this excursion to Parma."

The Carnival has ancient origins that bind it to the great pagan
rites such as the Greek Dionysiacs or Roman saturnals.
It is a period of symbolic renewal, an event that connects the
sacred and the profane and that has characterized the art of
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numerous painters from the Renaissance to the modern age.
What interested artists like Picasso, but also Cezanne or Juan
Gris, were the masks and the type of subjects they represented.
Picasso  painted  many  Arlecchini,  while  Mirò  built  a  deep
reflection on man through the carnival symbolism.
Pratesi  has  experimented  with  the  "carnival"  Asian
interpretation that coincides with the spring festival or lunar
New Year, best known in our latitudes with the Chinese New Year
term.
More specifically, the Carnival in Japan is called Setsubun and
is  a  very  special  Carnival  because  it  serves  to  drive  out
demons.
The painting on a black background in perfect Pratesi style, is
a burst of colors with a dragon shape that finds its virtual
center on the eyes, placed in the center of the picture and
below which we find the joking bigmouth at the world.
A metaphor that is not too hidden in the artist's irreverence
towards man.

Criticus and Liberty28, coworking in Villa Moroni, Stezzano
(BG) , thank you for the use of this content and wish you a
good day.

     www.criticus.it                    www.criticus.it

http://www.liberty28.it/
http://www.criticus.it/
http://www.criticus.it/

