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The  famous  art  critic,  Vittorio
Sgarbi, visiting the Albatros gallery

in Parma, spoke about Mario Pratesi in these terms: "a good
exponent of a primitive, popular art, perhaps not naive,
but with a vital and existential energy, certainly stronger
than the form itself.
An expressive authenticity that is a small revelation.
His  works  highlight  both  their  authenticity  and  their
painful truth.
Pratesi is a painter who manifests a certain expressive
suffering  and  therefore  this  is  already  a  curiosity,  a
small discovery of this excursion to Parma."

In this case we are faced with a tribute by Pratesi to the
genius of Rubens.
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The formula of the tribute is not new to the creativity of
the  Florentine  painter  who  is  a  great  visitor  to  the
museums where the works of the Masters are kept.
Returning to his studio and to the palette of colors, in
the form of praise, the painter expresses his tribute with
his own unmistakable style and conceptuality.
Pratesi paints a rapacious at the feet of a tree with a
prey in its beak and thus self-describes its work: "the
mystery of the rapacious and the red tree, a story never
written, which I unveiled in the mirror."
This picture in particular has in itself the incredible
coincidence that brings it back almost as if it were the
illustrative metaphor to the historical novel entitled The
Shadow of Stone, by the writer Lorenzo Beccati, of which
Pratesi was absolutely not up to date.
The novel set in Genoa in 1606 describes the life of the
city that is devastated by a series of murders made by a
frightening figure dressed in black, who awaits his victims
in the darkest moment of the night, the face hidden behind
a rapacious mask and in his hands a strange deadly noose.
In the same days the Flemish painter Rubens, a guest at
Palazzo Doria, disappears into thin air, causing fear of
the worst.
Two  intertwined  arts,  two  artists  who  live  hundreds  of
miles from each other without knowing each other, but who
share  and  coexist  with  the  aura  of  mystery  that  orbits
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around the figure of Rubens, the Flemish master who did not
skimp in portraying the opulence of female flesh.

Criticus and Liberty28, coworking in Villa Moroni, Stezzano
(BG) , thank you for the use of this content and wish you a
good day.
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